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About the Institute 
 
The Institute of Public Utilities (IPU) was established 
in 1965 and operates within the College of Social 
Science at Michigan State University, the nation’s 
pioneer land-grant institution. We are located on 
MSU’s beautiful East Lansing campus and 
collaborate with faculty and researchers from various 
academic colleges, departments, and centers. IPU is 
an independent nonprofit unit of the University and 
financially self-sustaining. 
 
IPU specializes in conducting applied research and 
providing exceptional learning and networking 
opportunities to professionals in the regulatory policy 
community. IPU’s neutral analytical and instructional 
practice is informed by a broad array of traditional 
and applied disciplines including economics, political 
science, law, accounting, finance, and engineering. 
IPU‘s educational forums sharpen the skills needed 
to address today’s most salient challenges of 
infrastructure governance, including the integration 
of markets and economic regulation. 
 
IPU is devoted to the ideals of regulatory 
independence and technical capacity. IPU’s diverse 
program faculty includes nationally recognized 
university educators and expert practitioners known 
for their insight, experience, and teaching ability. 
Program participation is typically eligible for 
continuing education credits and can lead to 
a Certificate of Continuing Regulatory Education 
(CCRE; ipu.msu.edu/ccre). 
  
IPU’s Mission 
 
The Institute of Public Utilities (IPU) supports 
informed, effective, and efficient regulation of the 
infrastructure-intensive network industries providing 
essential utility services – electricity, natural gas, 
water, and telecommunications. 
 
We fulfill our mission by providing to the regulatory 
policy community integrative and interdisciplinary 
educational curricula and applied research on the 
institutions, theory, and practice of modern utility 
regulation. Public utility services are fundamental to 
the human condition in terms of health, welfare, and 
development. Economic regulation is essential in the 
context of persistent market constraints and evolving 

social objectives. IPU is dedicated to regulation in 
the public interest and uncompromising with respect 
to the obligations of diligence and integrity in 
regulatory governance. IPU takes a principled 
approach to regulation, an empirical approach to 
regulatory research, and a reasoned approach to 
structural and regulatory change. IPU’s guiding 
philosophy is that regulation can be well served by 
university-based research and education.  
 
Consistent with MSU’s land-grant heritage and 
purpose, IPU takes particular pride in a long tradition 
of stewardship, service, and responsiveness to the 
educational needs of federal, state, local, and 
international regulators. IPU programs provide highly 
specialized and integrative continuing education for 
practitioners with backgrounds in the variety of 
academic disciplines that are necessary to effective 
economic regulation in its quasi-judicial, quasi-
legislative, and quasi-administrative capacities. 
 
IPU curricula build on the idea of life-long learning. 
The Institute’s flagship Annual Regulatory Studies 
Program, affectionately known as “Camp NARUC,” 
is particularly well received by regulatory 
practitioners. Since assuming responsibility for the 
program in 1972, IPU has provided this foundational 
training in the regulatory paradigm to thousands of 
commissioners and staff members. The Annual 
Program is well complemented by the hands-on 
experience provided by the NARUC Utility Rate 
Schools, for which IPU serves as the university host. 
IPU’s Advanced Regulatory Studies Program and 
Grid School are available to seasoned professionals. 
The Annual Michigan Forum on Regulatory Policy 
provides a unique conference opportunity for the 
state policy community. IPU also offers customized 
onsite programs. 
 
Dr. Janice Beecher (beecher@msu.edu) has served 
as IPU’s Director since 2002. She brings more than 
thirty years of practical and academic experience to 
the position. 
 



IPUMSU 26-Jan-18 

IPU Program Calendar and Guide 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY | INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC UTILITIES Regulatory Research and Education 
Program When and Where What Who 

Michigan Forum on 
Economic Regulatory Policy 

February 23, 2018 
MSU, East Lansing, MI 

IPU’s one-day conference focusing on 
Michigan economic regulatory issues 
within the evolving national context.  

Open to everyone. Policymakers and 
stakeholders from across Michigan are 
welcome. 

Grid School: Understanding the Supply 
Chain for Power 

April 9-12, 2018 
MSU, East Lansing, MI 
 

Engineering and economics of the 
transformation and modernization of 
electrical power, from generation to 
transmission to distribution.  

Open to everyone. This intermediate 
course provides in-depth coverage of 
power systems, energy markets, and 
grid policy.    

NARUC Utility Rate School 
May 13-18, 2018 
San Diego, CA 
October 22-26, 2018 
Clearwater Beach, FL  

Comprehensive hands-on training on the 
basics of the public utility ratemaking 
process sponsored by the NARUC 
Committee on Water and featuring group 
work on a mock water utility rate case. 
Space is limited. 

Open to everyone. This introductory 
course focuses on the U.S. ratemaking 
model and is relevant to the water and 
energy sectors from the public, private, 
or not-for-profit perspectives. 

Annual Regulatory Studies Program: 
The Fundamentals Course 

August 6-10, 2018  
MSU, East Lansing, MI 

Essential education in the theory and 
practice economic regulation organizing 
by core disciplines, foundational 
principles, and sector overviews.  
Commissioners can register for a special 
2.5-day option. 

Open only to the public and not-for-
profit sectors and designed to meet the 
needs of early-career professionals – 
commissioners, staff members, and 
advocates. International attendees 
welcome. 

Annual Regulatory Studies Program: 
The Intermediate Course 

August 13-17, 2018  
MSU, East Lansing, MI 

Essential education in regulatory 
jurisdiction, utility market structures, 
trends and drivers, and policy issues.  

Open to everyone. This course 
complements the fundamentals course 
as well as the rate school.  

Advanced Regulatory Studies Program: 
Ratemaking, Accounting, Finance, and 

Evaluation 

October 1-5, 2018 
MSU, East Lansing, MI 

Intensive, interactive, and technical 
workshops emphasizing analytical 
methods and issues relevant to utility 
ratemaking. Flexible registration options 
are available. 

Open to everyone. Recommended for 
experienced professionals who have 
completed the Annual Regulatory 
Studies Program or the Rate School. 

Introduction to Public Utility Regulation 
and Ratemaking 

April 8, 2018 
September 30, 2018 

A concise half-day introduction offered 
prior to the Grid School and Advanced 
Programs. 

Open to everyone. Recommended for 
those relatively new to the field of utility 
regulation. 

IPU Onsite Onsite at your time and 
location 

Customized IPU curricula to meet your 
professional-development needs. 

Open to everyone. Onsite training 
offers a staff retreat opportunity. 

IPU programs are typically eligible for continuing education credits (CPE, CLE, etc.) for which program attendees apply.  
Program attendees from the public and non-profit sectors are also eligible for a NARUC-endorsed CCRE. Please visit ipu.msu.edu/ccre for details.  


